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EDITORIAL POLICY AND PUBLICATION ETHICS 
 

JOURNAL SCOPE 
The Journal of Chiropractic Education (J Chiropr Educ; ISSN: 1042-5055 and ISSN 2374-250X) is an 
international, peer-reviewed journal dedicated to publishing research and scholarly articles pertaining to 
education theory, pedagogy, methodologies, practice, and other content relevant to the health professions 
academe. Journal contents are of interest to teachers, researchers, clinical educators, administrators, and 
students. The journal follows industry standard best practices in publication ethics and policy, as described 
below. Submissions must be original work and not currently under consideration for publication in another 
peer-reviewed medium, including both paper and electronic formats. The journal does not publish articles 
containing material that has been reported elsewhere. 
 
 

EDITORIAL POLICIES AND PUBLICATION ETHICS 
 

Authorship Contribution and Assignment of Copyright 
All authors of papers submitted to Journal of Chiropractic Education must have an intellectual stake in the 
material presented for publication and must be able to answer for the content of the entire work. Authors 
should be able to certify participation in the work, vouch for its validity, acknowledge reviewing and 
approving the final version of the paper, acknowledge that the work has not been previously published 
elsewhere, and be able to produce raw data if requested by the editor. All authors are required to 
complete and return a Journal of Chiropractic Education authorship form, which is available on the journal 
web site and also serves as an assignment of copyright form. Forms should be uploaded as a file during 
manuscript submission. Manuscripts will not be processed until all signatures have been received. 
Incomplete forms or forms signed with copy and pasted signatures will not be accepted and manuscript 
processing will be paused until appropriately executed forms are received by the journal office. 
 
As stated in the Uniform Requirements (www.icmje.org), credit for authorship requires all of the following: 
1) substantial contributions to conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation 
of data; 2) drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and 3) final approval 
of the version to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3. Each author must sign a 
statement attesting that he or she fulfills the authorship criteria of the Uniform Requirements and is 
included on the copyright assignment form. Authors are required to designate their level of participation of 
authorship on the authorship form. A change in authorship after submission must be signed by all authors 
prior to being considered. 
 
If it is determined that a manuscript has been submitted using ghost authorship, the manuscript will be 
rejected or retracted, as appropriate. Subsequently, the authors’ institution will be notified and any future 
submissions to the Journal of Chiropractic Education by any individual of the authorship team will be 
disallowed. 
 
Upon submission of the authorship/copyright form, it is accepted by all authors that no further 
dissemination of any part of the material contained in the manuscript is permitted, in any manner, without 
prior written approval from the editor; nonobservance of this copyright stipulation may result in removal of 
the submission for publication. Authors from government agencies or institutions who cannot assign 
copyright must inform the editor upon submission of the manuscript.  
 

Human Subjects 
The journal endorses the ICMJE guidelines and the Declaration of Helsinki, and all related conditions 
regarding the experimental use of human subjects and their informed consent will apply. Projects involving 
human subjects should go through approval or expedited review from an ethics review board/committee or 
institutional review board before the study is conducted. A statement to this effect should be clearly 
presented in the Methods section of the manuscript. The editor reserves the right to request from the 
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author(s) the approval/exemption letter from the institution.  
 

Subject Anonymity 
It is the authors’ responsibility to maintain appropriate records as well as protect patients’ identity. Ethical 
and legal considerations require careful attention to the protection of an individual's anonymity in case 
reports and other publications. Authors should follow federal laws, such as HIPAA and FERPA when 
creating manuscripts. Identifying information such as names, initials, case numbers, and specific dates 
must be avoided; identifying information about a patient's personal history and characteristics should be 
disguised. Photographs or artistic likenesses of subjects are publishable only with their written consent or 
the consent of legal guardian; the signed consent form, giving any special conditions (ie, eyes blocked 
off), must accompany the manuscript. 
 

Conflict of Interest  
Conflict of interest exists when an author has financial or personal interests that may influence his or her 
actions in regard to the authors’ work, manuscript or decisions. Conflicts of interest that exist, or that are 
perceived to exist, for individual authors in connection with the content of this paper should be disclosed to 
the editor in the cover letter to the editor and in the authorship form and should be clearly stated in the 
appropriate section of the manuscript as described below. In recognition that it may be difficult to judge 
material from authors where proprietary interests are concerned, authors should be ready to answer 
requests from the editor regarding potential conflicts of interest. Authors also must complete an ICMJE 
declarations form, which is available on the journal web site. The editor makes the final determination 
concerning the extent of information released to the public. 
 

Funding Sources  
Sources of financial support of the project, such as grants, funding sources,

 
equipment, and supplies, 

should be clearly stated in the cover letter and in the appropriate section of the manuscript as described 
below. The role of funding organizations, if any, in the conduct of the study should be described in the 
Methods section of the manuscript. 
 

Copyright of Journal Contents 
Material published in the Journal of Chiropractic Education is covered by copyright. No content published 
by the journal (either in print or electronic) may be stored or presented on another private site, 
organization’s site, or displayed or reproduced by any other means, without the express permission of the 
copyright holder. In particular, this applies to the reprinting of the original article in another publication and 
the use of any illustrations or text to create a new work. 
 

Permissions 
It is the corresponding author’s responsibility to secure all copyright permissions and permission to state 
names or institutions in the acknowledgements and provide these to the journal’s editorial office. 
Illustrations or content from other publications (print or electronic) must be submitted with written 
permission from the publisher (and author if required) and must be acknowledged in the manuscript. All 
permissions should be faxed or mailed to the journal office. 
 

Redundant or Duplicate Publication 
The Journal of Chiropractic Education does not publish articles containing material that has been reported 
at length elsewhere, in any medium. The manuscript should not be simultaneously submitted for 
publication elsewhere in any form. The manuscript nor its component parts should be subject to copyright 
or any other rights. The corresponding author must include in the cover letter a statement to the editor 
about all submissions and previous materials that might be considered to be redundant or duplicate 
publication of similar work, including if the manuscript includes materials on which the authors have 
published a previous report or have submitted a related report to another publication. Copies of the related 
material may be requested by the editor in order to assist with the editorial decision of the paper.  
 
If redundant or duplicate publication is attempted or occurs without proper disclosure to the editor, editorial 
action will be taken. The journal follows processes recommended by the Committee on Publication Ethics 
(COPE), available at www.publicationethics.org. If it is confirmed that a paper contains a significant 
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amount of duplicate or redundant material and this is discovered in the prepublication phase, the paper 
will be rejected, even if an accept notice has been distributed previously to the authors. If duplicate or 
redundant publication is confirmed after publication, the paper will be retracted and the appropriate 
boards/institutions notified.  
 

Non-compliance with Author Instructions 
Authors who do not comply with the items set forth in these instructions may have the submission 
returned, rejected, or brought to higher authorities, such as ethics, licensing or institutional boards for 
review at the editor’s discretion. 
 
 

PEER REVIEW 
The manuscript will initially be assessed by the editor-in-chief for relevance to the journal and overall 
manuscript quality. Manuscripts that are not deemed a good fit for the journal will be returned to the 
author(s). Manuscripts in need of further work to enhance the quality of the submission will also be 
returned to the author(s) with formative feedback. Manuscripts that are within the scope of the journal and 
of sufficient quality will then be peer-reviewed. 
 
All manuscripts are subject to blind (without author or institutional identification) critical review by two or 
more peer-reviewers. Typically, a content expert, a methodologist, and a statistical reviewer will be 
assigned to review each manuscript. The purpose of peer-review is to assist the author in improving the 
quality of a manuscript and to assist the editor in judging whether to accept a manuscript for publication, 
ask for revision, or reject the manuscript. Reviewers’ comments will be returned to authors. All reviewers 
remain anonymous.  
 
Following peer-review, authors will be notified of acceptance of the manuscript, asked to revise the 
manuscript, or informed that the manuscript is not suitable for publication in the journal. Manuscripts that 
are considered unsuitable are no longer considered to have the copyright assigned to the journal and it is 
the author’s prerogative to seek publication elsewhere.  
 
All manuscripts accepted for publication are subject to copyediting and revision as may be necessary to 
ensure clarity, conciseness, correct usage, and conformance to approved style. Almost all papers that are 
accepted require some editorial revision before publication. Authors will have the opportunity to approve 
revisions made during the copy editing process during the reviewing of the proofs. Editors will work with 
authors to arrive at agreement when authors do not find the revisions acceptable, but the journal reserves 
the right to refrain from publishing a manuscript if discussion with the author fails to reach a solution that 
satisfies the editors. 
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