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BYLINE AUTHORS 
 
Policy 
 
Individuals designated as byline authors (authors appearing in the byline of the 
manuscript) must meet ALL of the following criteria: 1) substantial contributions to study 
conception and design, acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; 2) 
drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; 3) final 
approval of the version to be published; and 4) agreement to be accountable for all 
aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any 
part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. 
 
Acquisition of funding, acquisition of data, or general supervision of the research group 
alone does not constitute authorship. 
 
All individuals who meet all of the above criteria must be listed as byline authors. 
 
  
Procedures 
 
Upon manuscript acceptance, each author must sign an authorship statement that 
appears on the Authorship Form, as follows: 
 

Authorship Statement. I certify that I meet all of the following criteria for 
authorship: 1) substantial contributions to study conception and design, 
acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; 2) drafting the 
article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; 3) final 
approval of the version to be published; and 4) agreement to be 
accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related 
to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately 
investigated and resolved.  
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Policy 
 
All individuals or organizations that have made substantial contributions to the 
manuscript but do not meet the criteria for authorship must be identified in an 
Acknowledgments section along with their specific contributions. Examples of 
“substantial contributions” include assistance with study design, data acquisition, data 
analysis, or manuscript preparation, including writing or editing assistance. If this 
assistance was supported financially, the entity that provided such financial support 
must be stated, along with any potential conflicts of interest. 
 
The IJMSC recognizes that individual medical writers and editors, as well as companies 
that provide medical writing and editing services, can be legitimate contributors to a 
manuscript. Involvement of such contributors does not affect the manuscript’s chances 
of acceptance, provided that all such assistance is appropriately acknowledged, 
including source of funding for the assistance and any potential conflicts of interest of 
the involved contributors. 
 
The corresponding or submitting author is responsible for ensuring that all substantial 
contributions by non-authors are included in the Acknowledgments section and that all 
such non-authors agree to such inclusion. 
 
  
Procedures 
 
As part of the electronic submission process, the submitting author must check one of 
the following boxes: 
 

o Yes, individuals or organizations other than the byline authors have 
made substantial contributions to the manuscript, such as assistance with 
study design, data acquisition, data analysis, or manuscript preparation, 
including writing or editing assistance. These individuals or organizations 
are listed in the Acknowledgments section with their specific contributions, 
their funding status, and any potential conflicts of interest, and they have 
agreed to be so listed. 
 
o No, no individuals or organizations other than the byline authors have 
made substantial contributions to the manuscript. 

 
    
 
 
 


