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POLICY ON PLAGIARISM 
 

 

1.  Upon discovery of incidences of plagiarism in a manuscript submitted for publication, 

the editors will first decide if the infraction is minor or serious. Minor infractions could be 

defined as using material word for word without quotes but referencing the material 

appropriately. Serious infractions include copying sentences or paragraphs without appropriate 

referencing and the use of data from previously published sources without attribution. Minor 

infractions may be dealt with in the review process by requiring the authors to make appropriate 

changes. Serious infractions require rejection of the manuscript and appropriate notification of 

the author. 

 

2. Upon discovery of incidences of plagiarism in a published paper, the editors will contact 

the author to request a "Letter to the Editor." The author's letter should include full explanation 

of the seriousness of the offense and provide substitute language for the passage or passages in 

question. If the author will not supply the requested letter, the paper will be retracted by the 

journal and appropriate notice containing the reason for the retraction will be given to readers.  

 

3. Upon discovery of a subsequent incidence of plagiarism by an author already warned or 

penalized for plagiarism, the editors will reject the manuscript and inform the author that they 

will no longer be allowed to submit a manuscript to either the Journal of Food Protection® or 

Food Protection Trends as an author or co-author in the future. 

 


