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Copyright Transfer Agreement
This form must be properly completed and signed by an authorized 
person/company, and accompany any original paper, article, book, 
presentation, speech, etc., (hereafter, the “Work”) submitted for 
publication and/or distribution by NACE International (“NACE”).

Date: __________________  Manuscript Number: _________________________

Type of Work:   Article    Conference Paper    Book    Presentation 

                           Other (specify) _________________________________________

Title of publication or conference:  ________________________________________

Title of the Work:  ___________________________________________________

Author(s):  ________________________________________________________

1.0 The Author(s) [hereafter, “Owner(s)”] hereby irrevocably transfers and assigns to NACE 
and its successors and assigns all title and interest, worldwide, in and to the Work named 
above, including without limitation, any and all intangible rights, all statutory or common 
law copyrights, and all moral rights, effective when the Work is accepted in any form. The 
Owner(s) retain all trademark rights and all other proprietary rights, other than copyright, in 
any ideas or concepts disclosed in the Work, such as trade secret and patent rights.  NACE 
and its successors, licensees, and assignees shall have the right for any purpose to publish, 
reproduce, republish, use, adapt, and otherwise make use of the Work through technologies 
now known or hereafter to become known.  

2.0 As holder of the copyright, NACE grants to the Owner(s) a limited, non-transferable and 
non-exclusive, royalty-free license in the Work to:
a.  Prepare and offer abstracts of the Work, with proper copyright acknowledgment to 

NACE, as set forth below.
b.  Reproduce figures, photographs, charts, or graphs appearing in the Work apart from 

the Work itself.
c.  Reproduce the Work for in-house education or training purposes of Owner(s)’s 

employer. Copies are limited to one per co-worker and may only be distributed to 
co-workers within the legal entity employing the Owner(s).

d.  Reproduce the Work in reasonable quantities for noncommercial use so long as such 
use does not interfere with NACE’s ownership of and right to distribute the Work. Own-
er(s) are expressly prohibited from (i) reproducing or distributing the Work for sales or 
commercial purposes and (ii) reproducing, distributing, or publishing the Work at any 
functions or events at which NACE is presenting or otherwise distributing the Work.

e.  Prepare new works that incorporate ideas, concepts, data, figures, photographs, 
charts, and graphs used to prepare the Work with proper copyright acknowledgement 
to NACE, as set forth below.

3.0 The undersigned author represents, warrants, and ensures that s/he:
a.  Is the Owner of the Work.
b.  Can and does hereby verify that the Work is original and not published or distributed 

elsewhere.
c.  Has been granted full power and authority to assign the copyrights in the Work.
d.  Can and does hereby verify that the Work does not violate any copyright or other pro-

prietary right of any third party or create a liability owed to any third party, or contain 
any libelous statements.

e.  Has not disclosed any confidential information in the Work.
f.  Can and does hereby agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless NACE and its 

directors, officers, employees, and agents against infringement claims in regards to 
the Work specified above.

4.0 The Owner(s) acknowledges that NACE has made no representation or warranty that the 
Work will be presented, published, or otherwise used as contemplated by NACE or the 
Owner(s).

5.0 The Owner(s) authorizes and requests the U.S. Copyright Office, and similar entities in for-
eign countries, to issue any and all registrations of the entire interest in the Works to NACE.

6.0 The Owner(s) agree that any and all references to, and copies of, the final Work, or any part 
therein, shall give proper credit and deference to NACE.  All copies of the Work or portions of 
the Work reproduced, distributed, or published in any form by Owner(s) must include notice 
of copyright to NACE, following the format “© NACE [year]” or “[Work], © NACE [year], used 
with permission.”  

7.0 The Owner(s) acknowledges that if the Work was made, written, or created by one or more 
authors in the course of such author(s)’ employment (or otherwise as a “work-made-for-
hire” as defined in relevant copyright laws), or if Owner(s) has obtained ownership in the 
Work through other contractual obligations, then Owner(s) is the company for whom the 
Work was prepared or to whom the Work was transferred and this Agreement has been 
executed by an authorized representative of Owner(s) (in addition to the author(s).   

8.0 This Agreement of the above Work constitutes the entire agreement between NACE and the 
Owner(s) pertaining to the Work and acknowledges that NACE reserves the right, but not 
the obligation, to publish and/or distribute all or part of the Work in derivative NACE works 
for the betterment of industry. 

9.0 This Copyright Transfer Agreement shall be governed and interpreted, construed, and 
enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, without regard to the choice of 
law provisions of that state.

I hereby transfer and assign the copyright to the Work named above to NACE, under the terms 
outlined above and hereby certify that I am a self-employed author or authorized by my 
employer to transfer copyright. 

Author-Owned Work

Author’s Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________

Print Name and Title: _________________________________________________

Company/Institution-Owned Work

Name of Company (Employer or Contractor):  _________________________________

Signature of Authorized Company Representative: ______________________________

Date: ___________________________________________________________

Print Name and Title of Person Signing: _____________________________________

Author’s Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________

Print Name and Title: _________________________________________________

U.S. Government Work

A contribution prepared by a U.S. federal government employee as part of the employee’s official 
duties is called a “U.S. Government work,” and it is in the public domain in the United States. In 
such case, Paragraphs 1.0 and 2.0 will not apply. Author(s) acknowledges that the Work will be 
published in the United States and other countries. To the extent Author(s) retains any, or all, 
of the rights in the Work then Author(s) signature below indicates assignment of such rights 
pursuant to the terms of this. 

Author’s Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________

Print Name and Title: _________________________________________________

Government Work Outside of U.S.

If Author(s) is an employee of any governmental unit outside the United States, or the Work was 
prepared using government funds from any country other than the U.S., Author(s) represents 
and warrants by signing below that to his or her knowledge and belief, under applicable laws of 
that country, s/he has the authority to grant NACE permission to reproduce and distribute and to 
prepare derivative works based on the Work.

Author’s Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________

Print Name and Title: _________________________________________________

Author is a government officer or employee of (or has funds from): 

_______________________________________________________________
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